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If he has children, they are taken from him. Ife he has a pro- 
fession, he is driven from it. He is cut by the higher orders, 
and hissed by the lower. He is, in truth, a sort of whipping-boy, 
by whose vicarious agonies all the transgressors of the same 
class are, it is supposed, sutliciently chastised.' 

The Church has not been unabetted in its efforts to cast ob- 
loquy upon Paine 's name. Other vested interests wb.se scions 
lauded his eloquence when foreign tyrants were assailed by him, 
turned and rent him when he directed attention to certain 
iniquities of his own. 

Well could Paine have said with Lord Bacon : "The inquiry 
of truth, which is the love-making or wooing of it, the knowl- 
edge of truth, which is the presence of it, pnd the belief of truth, 
which is the enjoying of it, are the sovereign good of huiiiiin 
nature." 

A candid person is not always a desirable companion, especial- 
ly if he is wise to our little schemes, and truth has a shorter, 
uglier meaning when applied to our own sins. 

The state of the American mind when i J aine landed here was 
not unlike the state of the American mind today. The colonists 
were vacillating between their loyalty to the king and their de- 
sire and need of relief from his oppression. They seemed to think, 
somehow, that if the king were aware of their grievances he 
would act at once to remedy their ills. Such a nice man as 
George III. by the graoe of God would not allow these things to 
be, and all that is necessary is to draft a petition and all will 
be well again. But the effect of complaints upon his highness 
was simply the loosening of the screws at one point and tighten- 
ing them at another more vital point. Although harassed in 
every way, and at the end of their patience, it never occurred 
to them that the solution of their problem lay in dumping George 
and predatory barons into the harbor and attending to their own 
business in their own way. Into this abysmal darkness came 
Thomas Paine and his "Common Sense." The idea of separa- 
tion had never occurred to them, nor had it been before sug- 
gested. "Common Sense" cleared 'he stUMMpUSrS and inspired 
the flagging spirits of the colonists with patriotic euthusism and 
hope. This enthusiasm Paine did not allow to evaporate. "Com- 
mon Sense" was soon followed by "Crisis." 

"These are the times that try men's souls," he cried. "The 
summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will in this crisis shrink 
from the service of his country ; but he that stands by it NOW de- 
serves the love and thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like 
hell, is not easily conquered, yet we have the consolation with 
us that the harder the conflict the more glorious the triumph. 
What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly; 'tis dearness 
only that gives everything its value. Heaven knows how to put 
a proper price upon its goods; and it would be strunge, indeed, 
if so celestial an article as Freedom should not be highly rated." 

When he heard it said that Americans were rebels, he replied: 
"He that rebels against reason is a real rebel; but lie that in de- 
fense of reason rebels against tyranny has a better title to De- 
fender of the Faith than George III." To those who wished to 
postpone the war to some distant day, he said, in the true spirit 
of self-sacrifice: "Every generous parent should say, 'If there 
must be war let it be in my day that my child may have peace.'" 
It was in this spirit that Paine enlisted as a private. He was a 
brave and efficient soldier and was actively engaged in many 
battles. Later he became aide-de-camp to General Greene. 

During his life, it is pleasant to reflect, he associated intimate- 
ly with the finest minds of his time, not only in \nierica, but 



also in France and England. A list of his achievements would 
make a chapter in itself. Advanced thinkers of today are odvo- 
Mting many of the things which were original with Paine. 

The revolution ended in America, Paine went to France and 
became at once a prominent tigure in the struggle there. "Where 
liberty is not, there is my country," he said, and words with 
him became golden deeds. Paine wus a patriot of the broadest 
type. "The world is my BOOB try, and to do good .ny religion." 
Also, he was a humanitarian. In the French Assembly, when 
everyone clamored for the death of Louis XIV., Paine, when 
such an act would place him under suspicion with the extremists, 
in true devotion to his principles reminded his hearers that they 
iniisl Sonquor themselves and not in the new birth of freedom 
perpetuate the barbarity and cruelty of royalty against which 
they had struggled. "We will kill the king and spare the man," 
he said, and voted for the life of Louis. For this he was arrest- 
ed, imprisoned and doomed In death, but he was saved from the 
guillotine. 

In 1802, Jefferson induced Paine to return to America, and for 
several months he was tendered reception after icception in 
recognition of his services to this country and to mankind at 
large. Paine he!d that any system of religion that shocks the 
mind of a child cannot he a true system. He died very peace- 
fully at the egg of 72 in the year 18011, and was buried on his 
farm at New Kochelle, N. Y. In 1811), Win. .1. Cobhctt. angered 
by America's neglect of Paine 's name and the dishonor which 
his enemies heaped upon his memory, had the grave opened and 
his bones removed to England. 

America today, in her own estimation, represents the apex of 
human civilization. If we were to listen to the Fourth of July 
boin bast of certain Bfth rate patriots, we would be led to believe 
that Justice, with scales held aloft polled and balanced, walks 
blind-folded as surely in our alleys as upon our boulevards. 
They will tell you that in this country all men are equal; that 
slavery dues nut exist; education is free to the poor as well as 
the rich; and that we abound in philanthropists and charity 
organisation*. Let me remind you that all that is noble in Amer- 
ica and American institutions today, is noble only because of the 
zeal and ardor and loyalty <>f Thomas Paine, and when America 
returns again to the purity of her early ideals the name, of 
Thomas Paine will receive its meed of honor. 

Mr. Boland's Poem. 

THOMAS PAINE- ] 737-1 800 — 100ft 

Thy name I love, Tom Paine; 

1 love thy crystal brain, 

I hail the hand that wrote 

With sword-like pen, and smote 

The despots from their long and rotten reign. 

That name which calumnies, 
And scorn and baseless lies 
To us have made more dear, 
That hand unstayed by fear, 

When Freedom and her blessings was the prize. 

From us who now may think 
As freemen still, and drink 
Of wisdom as a spring, 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



7 



And fear not priest nor king, 

Our praise receive — our chains rent link from link. 

r 

Here, though we praise or blame, 

MAN'S ORIGIN 

Pkrsonal Conviction No Proof oi Truth. — Antagonis- 
tic Tavramom ok Rbuoiob and Proorkss. — 

SOMK NSW CoMMAND.MKNT.S ANI» MAXIMS 

fob Individual Improvkmknt. 

(By Dr. A. Hausman.) 

Whenever man has committed crimes and atrocities ihi.t 
go against liimian nature, it is done in the name of gftd, 
the assumed cause substituted for the real one — mend 
cowardice. Whenever men believe in some absurdity, at 
variance with their ordinary mode of thinking, that non- 
tense is made sacred and must not be investigated. 
Scarcely has liberty advanced sufficiently in this country 
to permit Freethinkers to tell their own opinion about the 
world and among the uneducated of ill nations it is still 
dangerous to tell the truth in contradiction to their religious 
prejudice. What a poor, miserable god it must be who 
chooses his champions among the lowest types of man. 
As stated above, the process of thinking takes place under 
the same laws in all men, and consequently equal condi- 
tions must lead to oqual convictions; that is, like facts 
logically connected must result in like conclusions. This 
important biological principle explains many features in 
history which otherwise appear paradox. It proves that 
conviction is neither subject to will, nor can it be artific- 
ially produced by any exterior force. It is the inevitable 
result of the impressions made apoo our brain, or intellect. 
Conviction is no proof of truth; it may be right or wrong. 
It is wrong if the premises of the induction, the facts, arc 
assumed instead of being real, and the conclusions are not 
corroborated by the visible, tangible condition of things. 
It is right if based on facta that can be demonstrated, 
and on deductions that find confirmation in the real world. 
Thus the belief in such a god as represented in the various 
religions, is a wrong conviction, based upon the arbitiarv 
assumption of a base human mind, where we actually stand 
at the limit of our understanding. It is in direct, irrecon- 
cilable contradiction with all the- existing facts. Our 
modern view of life is a correct or logical conviction, de- 
rived from the sum of observation constituting natural 
history. Its truthfulness is easily ratified by applying it 
to any particular foaturo of individual or social life. A 
person can only convince himself; nobody else can do it. 
All that one can do in this respect is to furnish the ma- 



Time brightens still thy fame; 

Earth's blame is Heaven's praise, 

Lightening the prophet's days — 

Savior of men, Tom Paine, I love thy name ! 

AND DESTINY 



terial for thought and explain the mode of reasoning. And 
if a person is thoroughly convinced, there is no power in 
tht; world that can change his conviction, except himself. 
For instance, when we say 2 x 2 is four there will be not 
one of the readers whose conviction in this respect could 
be shaken. Though he might be compelled by force to de- 
clare it was five, he would still continue to think that yet 
it is four. How completely mind and hotly are under the 
control of the last cause of reasoning, called volition, is 
demonstrated by such horrible aberrations of the human 
mind as the persecution of witches, heretics, etc., and, in 
the present, the useless wars. 

The antagonistic tendencies of religion and progress 
cannot be better illustrated than by the saying of a man 
who is considered one of the greatest reformers that ever 
lived — Martin Luther. Apart from his just hatred of 
the pope, which he had the courage to proclaim openly, ho 
was | very orthodox, superstitious fanatic, who never 
dreamed of the liberal ideas that were to follow his efforts, 
for which he had unconsciously opened the way. He says: 
"That two times two is four thou canst understand through 
thine reason, but if the authority says, two limes two is 
five, this thou must believe against the knowledge and 
feeling." Here we have the whole principle of progress 
in a nutshell. All the accomplishments of the human race 
that place it above the rest of the animal kingdom, are the 
result of the application of this simple logical reasoning 
to all things, and science represents the treasure of truth 
gathered by this method. Religion or Regress says that 
two times two is five, whenever it is of material interest 
for one portion of socioty to let the other one continue its 
errors. And if man discovers an error made by his pre- 
deOMlOff, the l>east, the savage or the mediaeval barbarian, 
it must Iki accepted as the truth, and the life of a new 
generation begun on false premises. Religion does not 
sav a thing must lie true because it can he demonstrated 
to our senses at all times, — no, it must be true because 
mankind in its infancy did not know any better, because 
the savage in the interior of Africa Iieiieves in it and the 
uneducated of all nations carry the conviction in their 
hearts. Ami if we discover that the teachings are in direct 
contradiction with all the facts surrounding us. we must 
not presume that our former lielief was wrong; no, then 
two times two must 1)0 five. That is faith. Progress says 

(Continued on page 12.) 
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■ad fi-arful lest we are unable to do it full iud complete 
justice in this brief review, we advise our readers to pro- 
cure a copy, which can be purchased at any newstand for 
the modest sum of lifteen cents. The article in question 
is by Harold JJolce, a writer and scholar of distinction, 
entitled "Avatars of the Almighty," and l>egius on page 
.0'.). In il is a collaboration of definite opinions attend 
by the leading scholars of the country concerning god and 
religion, which constitute a full and complete answer to 
the extravagant claims of the advocates of orthodoxy, that 
the intelligence of the nation is on their side. For the 
benefit of many of our readers who may be unable, by one 
reason or another, to secure a copy of the magazine men- 
tioned, we here append a collection therefrom, which they 
may read and study with profit: 

"Whiskey, cocaine and alcohol bring temporary insan- 
ity, and so does a revival of religion — one of those revivals 
in which men lose their reason and .-.elf-control. This is 
limply ■ form of drunkenness, worthy of no more rea p ed 
than the drunkenness that lies in the gutter. — Prof. Boris 
Sidit, <>f //"' Pathological Institute of New York: 

I J it t this eminent magazine writer does not stop here, for 
he approvingly quotes from President Jordan, of the 
Stanford University, who really gave utterance to the 
.il> ve criticism. lint the Harvard psychologist, Prof. 
William James, insists that both Jordan and Sidis were 
too mild in their expressions concerning revivals, in that 
he goes even further in his denunciation of thess outbursts 
of insanity, and says: 

"Religious revivalism is a social bane; it u more dan- 
gerous to the life of society than drunkenness. As a sot, 
man falls below the brute; as a revivalist, he sinks lower 

than the sot." 

These are itTOttg words. .Stronger, in fact, than what 
might have been given by the most radical of all our Frec- 
thoaght papers, and coming from so eminent an authority, 
whose scholasticism cannot bo questioned, it will have 
great weight with the thinking mind and must lead to a 
complete overthrow of modern Christian methods by bring- 
ing them into public contempt. 

Prof, Edwin A. Barp, of Syracuse University, is next 
quoted as approving dancing, while Prof. Hugo Munstcr- 
burg, of Harvard, is Quoted from in the following lan- 
guage: 

''To become devout, man first got drunk; and our ho> 
sannahs are only echoes of the wine-engendered shoutings 
of celebrants who reeled through orgies long ago. Religion 
became sterile when the Puritan ceased to imbibe." 

After reading this, reflect upon the following: 

"The chronic belief of mankind, that events may happen 
for the sake of their personal significance, is an abomina- 
tion."— Prof. James, of Harvard. 



"They have indulged in the luxury of highly specialized 
creeds until they have come to religious bankruptcy. We 
have sixteen varieties of one sect end denominations 
enough to stock a museum and amaze our descendants." — 
I'n siJrnt W. II. P. Faunce. of Brown University. 

* 

"It is not a part of China's business to give us her 
religion, and it is not our business to give China our 
religion."— Prof. Bernard Moses, of the University of 
California. 

"The doctrine of the virgin birth was only an esoteric 
doctrine. Our generation does not share this old belief; 
does not feel that it was necessary. People today would 
not feel like riding anyone out of the church who did not 
believe in the virgin birth."— Prof. Herbert L Willett, of 
the Univ<rsi(y of Chicago. 

"The church alone cannot save the world." — Prof. Al- 
bion W. Small, of Chicago University. 

"When a wise philosophy is destructive, the fault lies 
not with the critic who finds the wound in our faith, but 
with the faith that has secretly nursed its own wounds." 
— Prof. Josiah lioyce, of Harvard. 

"Write out, not for publication, but for yourself alone, 
a statement of your conception of god. Fold it away, and 
then a year later, without consulting your first article of 
faith, set down anew your idea of the infinite. Xow com- 
pare the two documents, and discover how your mind has 
changed regarding god." — Prof. Edwin A. Ea>f>, of Syra 
ctise University. 

"The least creature of all mortals hai more dignity and 
value than even an almighty god."- Piof. lingo Munslee- 
berg, of Harvard. 

"The laws of physical and chemical and vital causation 
and correlation continue their sway in the affairs of men, 
with the added variant of the laws of psychical causati >.i, 
whatever these may prove to be." — Prof. Albion W. Small, 
of Chicago Unicersity. 

"Corresponding to the growing content of life's Appre- 
hended values and relationship, till our symliols stand, not 
for a merely metaphysical absolute, nor for an arbitrary 
divine decree, but for all the weal and woe, the blight and 
fulfilment, the waste and worth, the good and evil, of 
which human life and possibility are compacted, ami till 
they stir the heart and command the conscience with devo- 
tion to the very ends that stir the soul of god, if god is 
love."— Prof. E. C. Hayes, of the University of Illinois. 

"Science now bids us regard the universe as .1 dynamical 
unity in a process of evolution under immanent ideas." — 
Prof. Geo. T. Ladd, of Yale. 
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"The name of Jesus is not written, but plowed into the 
history of the wortd." — Prof. Slater, of Chicago Univer- 
sity. 

While any comment of considerable length on the foTO- 

going is perhaps nun awry, speaking most eloquently 

for themselves yet we feel constrained to remark that in 
the foregoing Quotation! ire find the revival business of 

the church subjected to a most remarkable criticism, there- 
in placing a low estimate upon the soeial value of the 
evangelists and their converts. The belief that god can 
be influenced to do something or to abstain therefrom 
tliroiigh the medium of prayer, is slammed against the 
cold logic of physical fact. The eternal and universal 
division of the sects, missionary enterprise abroad, the 
immaculate conception, the power of the church as a saving 
factor, the deep and lasting wounds made in the body of 
religious belief by modem science, the great and serious 
error of man in ever believing in the existence of a god, 
the placing of man above god*, the dynamical unity of 
the universe, leaving no room for god outside of humanity, 
are all openly, fearlessly and frankly discussed, while the 
writer himself furnishes his readers with a brilliant array 
of argumentative and reasoning data. 

Thus,, friends, rejoice, for the long night of intellectual 
slavery is past. America, the j>etted child of the world, 
will, through her university instructors, redeem her from 
brutal theological outrage, and on the higher intellectual 
hills already llanie the harbinger of Reason's glorious 
morn. There is already a suspicion in the minds of both 
priests and preachers that, after all, they know no more, 
and many far less, of the Cosmos than do other men. The 
people no longer swallow theology as an anacenda would 
take an unwashed goat 

During the night of intellectual slavery and mental 
serfdom, hide-hound orthodoxy reigned supreme and 
practically even man was a church communicant. Today 
this is paramount only in those countries that have failed 
to keep pace with the car of progress. Here, in Amer. . 
we find the highest intelligence of the nation ignoring god 
and subjecting the belief in god to a rigid scientific test. 
It may he excellent orthodoxy to believe, but what is re- 
vealed herein will demonstrate thai it is no longer regarded 
as good sense. 

The day of creed has already pasted, and the day of 
deed is set firmly upon us. Tho church can no longer 
compel submission to supposed infallibility, Education is 
not interested in the conilicting claims of rival sects ami 
creeds. Facts are DOW superior to form. It is not what 

men say, but what they do that « nts. Creeds are no 

longer fashionable. 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 



News reports from British sources suggest that Parlia- 
ment will have to wrestle with the problem of limiting, 



restricting, or taking away altogether, the present power 
and privilege of the Dean of that world-famous edifice to 
deny sepulture, or admit to sepulture therein, the bodies 
of persons deceased, who have in some measure contributed 
to England's greatness. 

The present controversy arises from the Dean's refusal 
to admit the body of the late Ceorge Meredith for sepul- 
ture within its walls, and as the Abbey is now come to lie 
regarded as belonging to the nation i<t large, not to one 
man, or a set of men exclusively, the issue is to be laid 
before the House of Commons for the formulation and 
adoption of sjiecific rides to govern such matters. 

No man has done more to overthrow the theological 
conceptions and doctrines of the universe than Charbs 
Darwin. His views upon evolution were met with stubborn 
resistance from every pulpit, lie was denounced as an 
Atheist and his teachings ridiculed as being atheistical. 
Some modification of these orthodox views had obtained 
before Darwin died, and to such an extent that at his 
death the liody was enshrined within this Abbey's walls 
among Britain's greatest dead. Some years later another 
great Englishman died. Herbert Spencer passed away. 
As a philosopher, thinker and reasoner he had no superior, 
nor have any arisen since. Although of a conservative 
turn, yet true to his ideals, Spencer was refused a plaeS 
in the Abbey wherein Darjvdn had lieen given a resting 
place. 

Now came George Meredith's death. Hi* Freethought 
was not universally known, but his sympathies were with 
our cause. He was a writer of great and virile strength. 
Bis utterances were open challenges to orthodoxy. The 
body was cremated and the ashes buried at Dorking, the 
Dean of the Abbey having refused admittance, but tardily 
consented to a memorial service being held therein for the 
' repose of his soul." Meredith had refused to attend 
eh inch, for the reason, as he had told a friend, he was 
"ashamed of what he heard there." It may be that on 
this eeOOUnt, and for other reasons, the Dean refused a 
place in Westminster to Meredith's ashes, but the end is 
not yet. From the London Express, a copy of which has 
been sent us, wo learn that Mr. (Jodrey Baring will ask 
the Prime Minister whether, having regard to certain re- 
cent occurrences, he will consider tho advisability of in- 
troducing legislation resting the control of sepultures in 
Westminster Abbey in some authority other than that of 
the Dean of Westminster, and that Mr. K. A. Pickersgill 
will ask if, inasmuch as Westminster Ablwy has developed 
from a local cathedral into the national Valhalla, he will 
consider whether the time has come for legislation whereby 
the duty of awarding the honor of burial within its walls 
should be transferred from tho custodian of the fabric to 
some authority representative of the nation. 

These are encouraging signs. They demonstrate the 
enormous shift in public opinion. We are pleased to ob- 
serve that Edior 0. W. Foote, of the London Freethinker, 
is making a vigorous protest against the mummeries at- 
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tending the Meredith funeral, and defending his memory 
from orthodox assault. 



FASHIONS IN RELIGIOUS BELIEF. 



The late Col, [ngenoU once said that a "religion was 
lUpentition in fashion, and a superstition was a religion 
onl of fashion," or words to that effect, and now we find 
the sentiment endorsed by Dr. Hurrell, pastor of the 
.Marhle 'Collegiate Church, of New York, being of the 
Dutch Reformed denomination. In the columns of the 
Buffalo Express i X. Y.) he is quoted as saying: 

'"The preachers are changing the philosophical hasis of 
their belief as often as the women change their hats. They 
take tho cast-off fashions of Germany which come by slow 
freight. By the time they arc in vogue here, they are being 
rapeneded over there. 

Accepting (hil as true, it follows that it can make hut 
little or no d i HVronee what a man or woman believe*. If 
orthodox belief is, admittedly, an ever-shifting rainbow, 
containing no vista of promises, suhject to modifications 
and change at the whim ami fancy of it* professors, tbf 
pro. ess must continue until the original tenets are entirely 
lost sight of. And what process could be more natural i 
Progress is the absolute order. From it there can be no 
apj>eal. Theology is subject to the same general trend. I ts 
advocates must read and study if they are to keep pace 
with the educational demands of tho age. Strive as they 
may to suppress the new thought, there are times and 
places when they must crop out, anil without knowing how 
or why, the opinions and heliefs of professional theologians 
undergo many and complex changes. Personal interest, 
the (go, may aid in retarding the free mad Open expression 
of the new thought, hut the trend of the American pulpit 

towardi liberalism is apparent on evwy hand. 

The sentiment expressed by Dr. Hurrell is signilicunt. 
For the past four years he has been the acting and active 
head in the department of homilccties in the Princeton 
Theological Seminary. He is also crmn-vtcd with the 
American Bible League, an organization now strenuously 
coinhating the Higher Criticism. Ami yet has any of the 
higher critics littered aught more critical of the prevailing 
theological l>elief than Dr. Hurrell himself? Dr. Hur- 
roll tries to be orthodox. He is ready to denounce any 
and all of our educational institutions which, in his-opin- 
ion, are offenders against, the popular religious faith. 
These facts ought to give greater weight to his words upon 
orthodoxy, for he is in a position to see, to understand, 
and to know. 

No thinker can entertain tho slightest doubt concerning 
the ultimate of orthodox faith. Its and illations are a ver- 
itable Joseph's coat. It is ono thing today and another 
and vastly different thing tomorrow. Tts personal god has 
sunk into a "divine immanence," and its heaven and hell 



are merely •conditions,'' no longer actual places of resi- 
dence. Ita essential characters have been resolved into 
myths and its so-called sacred books have been proven 
spurious. Its forms and ceremonials are no longer grant- 
ed public ohscrvance, and are but mere matters of individ- 
ual taste and preference. When people Mieved in the 
existence of grithns, dragons and other monsters, the effect 
upon the mind was just the same as if these mythical non- 
descripts had actually existed. So it is with the helief in 
god. No god can possibly exist for him who has no helief 
in god. Not can belief, as a mere mental pnx-eas, bring 
Into existence that which does not exist. 

The more mankind appreciates its permanent relation- 
ship with all nature, theology will disappear from its liter- 
ature, and foolish worship will be unknown. It will not 
sutliee to express social terms and feelings in sentiments 
of religion, for men will readily recognize the fraud. Thus 
every age I. rings a new theology. Faeh change is an aban- 
donment of the old. The dictates of conscience are heing 
given a wider recognition. Men cannot raise the dead. 
This applies to modes of thought and helief as forcibly as 
it does to animate nature. Every church is compelled to 
change its theological fashion plates to satisfy popular 
demand. 



INGERSOLL RECANTATION FAKE. 



The following is reproduce.! fam t he London Freethinker, of" 
May 23, 1909:— 

"A s.. nl saver in Dundee has been entertaining his audience 
with a story of [ngenoll'l having written a 'recantation' (in 
verse) shortly before his death, and had it printed in Munsey's 
Magazine. Of course, the story is an absolute falsehood. One 
of our Dundee readers quotes the alleged Ingersoll verses and 
asks if we can indicate their HUM We are writing away from 
our bone and library, and cannot go more than say the verses 
have a distinct seventeenth century air, and might have been 
written by half a dozen poets of that period. We may as well 
quote them— as they may be heard of again:— 

"0 vanity! vain creature 1 that thought the godhead to defy. 
And from my soul sought to efface God's presouce and His 
saving grace; 

Vet when in darksome ways I trod, reviling Christ, denying 
God, 

High heaven's empyrean tire burned in my soul a new desire 
For holv truth; and now within my soul rejoiceth free from 
sin, 

From sin of unbelief,— the worst for which man unbelieving 's 
curst. 

All men behold, I stand contest, of God the Father manifest." 

Anybody who believes Ingersoll wrote tliose verses, or that 
they were written by anyone else at the end of the nineteenth 
century, is past praying for from a literary point of view. But 
the shortest way to pin this Dundee soul-saver down is to ask 
him to produce the copy of Munsey's Magazine in which the 
verses appeared, with the signature of Robert G. Ingersoll after 
them. We advise our Dundee friends to do that at once. 
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and Ways of Literary 
VAGABONDA 

Sold by Subscription $1 per year 

VAOABONDIA is an illustrated month- 
ly magazine devoted to people who write 
and draw things, — Authors, Playwrights 
and Illustrators. 

EACH ISSUE contains interesting arti- 
cles on the personalities of literary men 
and women — Human Interest Biographical 
Sketches, Appreciations and Estimates of 
all the present day writers and their work 
—stories of their hobbies and recreations 
— thrilling accounts of literary successes, 
— unconventional photographs of authors 
and their homes, with glimpses of their 
workaday life, — Criticisms, Short Stories 
and Literary News— Contributions by well 
known writers on subjects having to do 
with every form of literary composition, 
including the novel, playwrighting, et., 

EVERYONE engaged in literary work 
or curious about literary people will find 
Vagabondia interesting and instructive. 
It is invaluable to the literary worker. 

VAOABONDIA is in a class by itself, 
being the only writers' and illustrators' 
magazine published. It is the "trade pa- 
per", so to speak, of the writer class. 

Book Reviews, Magazine News, Publish- 
ers' Notes and Announcements. 

VAGABONDIA 
EVERETT LLOYD, Editor and Publisher 
1411 Security Trust Big, Chicago, 111. 



Give E'm Fits. 




That's what "i'HB 

scarlet shadow/ 

Walter Hurt's great rad- 
ical novel, doss to the 
lorces of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular press of the country 
goaded by the churct 
•lement, Is throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
l«vel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics — which 
la sufficient proof that It 
la all right It has cre- 
ated a lensatlon In con- 
servative circles snd 
aused consternation 
among the clergy- 
It la enthusiastically 
endor *d by leadlni 



out the world. You at 

know how Hurt can write, and In this bool 
he Is at his best. It la an elegant 
fit to ornament the finest library: cont 
422 pages, printed on heavy egg-sl 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price $1.60. postpaid. 

BLUE ORA88 BLADE. 
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Murray's Clearance Sale 

Byron's "Forbidden Fruit," Paul Berts 
•Jesuit Morals," Tolstoi's "Root of Evil," 
Sllcox's "Sacredness of Man." "Livingston 
and the Boers," Murray's "British Land- 
lord." "Moses and the Prophets," "39 
Propositions of a Pagans Religion," "The 
Open Challenge," "Ten Commandments," 
Bible Texts, etc., etc. The total retail 
price of the lot comes to 60 cents. I will 
send the whole together, postpaid, for 25 
cents. These pamphlets will suit the fol- 
lowers of Voltaire, Thomas Paine and Aris- 
totle. They will not please Atheists. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 

246 St. James St., Mcntreal. Canada. 

POPULAR LINE 
SOUTH 



SONG AND BURIAL SONG 
JUST OUT! 



QUEEN &CRESCENT 



ROUTE 



Cincinnati 

Chattanooga 
Atlanta 

Birmingham 

Knoiville 

Aahville 

Savannah 

Jacksonville 
Mobile 
/icksburg 
Shreveport 

New Orleans 

and 
Texas Points 

For 



A., 
Ohio. 



W. 0. 



G P. 



W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw the business in Georgia, Ala- 
bama and Indiana. 

TUP PROCESSION of PLANFTS 

1**^1$ THE CHEAT NEW BOOK. IF TOU 1 
wonder why the Eirth moves, write to the utbor lor • 



FOR 

Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Bells. 




I have composed these songs tor the 
benefit of Freethinkers, or men of CottBOfl 
Sense, who do not wish to insult our Cre- 
ator with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 
2277 Fnlton St., Chicago, 111. 

BILL'S fWENUE 

makes you cheerful and 
thoughtful. It II a personal 
department In the WHKK1. 
OK LIKE that grows on you 
You And yourself walling 
with Interest for what "Bill" 
has to say next. 

"rtN f\M&RIGf\N 

Mf\DON IS f\" Is a ser- 
ial running In the WHEEL 
"BILL" OK LIKE. It Is written by 
Mary I\es Todd, the ablest writer of Liberal 
fiction since Orant Allen, and Is a beautiful 
presentation of the essentially modern 
problem of the Woman In Business. 

TUB WfiB&L OF LIFE, 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
OKIU1NH, the orliiln of Marriage, of Ktlilcs, 
of Religion, of Brotherhood, of the belief In 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes In 
the whole Wheel of Life, treat Ins all subjects 
In such a clear, plalnand spicy way thattlie 
dust Is shaken outand they become as In- 
teresting as a novel to even the casual 
reader. Bend lOcentsfor a six months' trial 
subscription or a quarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF f\ 

DRONE" by Joseph Medlll Patterson, 
author of r A LITTLE BROTHER OK THE 
RICH." sent without extrn charge wltha 
A months' trial subscription to the WHEEL 
OK I.I K K. Address 

U FE PUB. CO.. Desk A. St. Louis, Mo. 



NaumarTs Orchestra 

K. D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, I'iano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN Cornet 
or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Dessred. 

Over BOO pieces of the beet music, suitable 
for any program, always on hand. 

Phone 128 1-2. Lock f ox 800. 

SIGOURNEY. IOWA. 



$2,000.00 SALARY! 

WANTKIL- The Church of Human- 
ity wanls a competent lecturer antl organ- 
izer to do Held work in leaching tbfl (lis 
niveries that no real god exists and thai 
death ends life forever; and to organize 
those who learr. them into local bram-ii 
churches. A salary of $2,000 annually is 
offered for UM services of a man or wom- 
an competent to fill the position. For par- 
ticulars, address 

W. H. KERR, 
Great Bend, 
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and Subscribe* For 



Secular Thought 

. Fortnightly Journal of Rational Crltl- 



of the 

CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

- - J. Spencer Kills, 
at 186* Queen St. West. To 
ronto. Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cent*. 

partment should be addressed— 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought." 
186% Queen St. West, Toronto. Can. 

books, printing, etc.. ahould be addressed— 
C. M. ELLls, Proprietor and Publlaher. 



GRADUATION GIFTS. 

What can be nicer and more suitable 
for such gifts than a genuine Diamond, 
daintily mounted In Ring, Pin, Stud, or 
otherwise. These can be had for $10, $20 
and up. They are Indestructible, a Joy 
forever, and will last as long as the world 
will revolve in Its orbit; neither do they 
jver depreciate In value. Or n Gold Watch, 
which Is useful during life, as well as 



LADIES' GOLD WATCH E8 

Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 

styl'e, arHstl/hand-c.iased. 7 Jewels, $9; 15 
Jewels, $11; 16 Jewels, adj.. $16. Small 
(0) size, 7 Jewels, $11; 15 Jewels. $13; 16 
jewels, adj., $18. "Riverside . extra fine, 
$24. In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14k 
solid gold case. $10 to $20 more. All in 
velvet box, prepaid, wi guarantee. Every 



CHAINS, FOBS, OR LONG GUARDS 

Latest styles, best filled, $2, »3. $4 and $5. 
THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'S WATCH 
Small (12) size. Hampden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, hand-chased or "engine-turned." gold 
filled hunting case guaranteed 25-years: 
•Genl Stark. 16 Jewels $15; "Deuber 
Grand," 17 Jewels, adjusted. $1 . 50: "John 
Hancock." 21 Jewels, extra fine. $29.00. In 
face screw case, $1.00 less. Also, in 



Send for prices of Watches not here 
enumerated, Jewelry. Rings. Silverware, in- 
gersoll Spoons, Freethought Badges. Optt- 

Ism In the Crucible.^ free. 

Describe goods wanted as near as possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lots oi two or more. 
OTTO WETT8TEIN, 

La Grange, Cook County, III. 



SEEDS 

Frets. Reliable. Pur* 
Guaranteed to PlMte 

Erery Gardener end 
Planter eboald tell the 
enperlur n.er'.teof Our 
NortbernQrown8ee<K 

incml •wwtm 

FOR 10 CENTS 

we will eend poetpmld oar 

T^/r™™? COLLECTION 

t pk«. Pri.WM H.di.h . . . .10. 

i heMeavMwVaeerf . . to* 

I pk.. Karlj * rr,.. brad r.hh.jr. . . , Ue 

, tOe 

. ■§» 

mm 

Write today! fend 10 canal to halp par portafa arvl 
parking and racaiva tha ahova "ramout Collaciion," to- 
(•luor with our N.w .nd In.trurtita .ian-n Ouida. 

QRGAT NOKTHKRN SKKD CO. 
1551 Km St. Rockford. Illinois 




SEND 



FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 



"The Woman and 



Heald's Religious Stickers 

Tha same being short quotations fror 
•Our Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Bler/s 
•d Savior," "Baalam's Ass," "Mary Christ ' 
•Our Friend, the Devil," and other persov. 
age* of sacred memory. 

These are suitable for sticking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will &i 
the most good in spreading the "glad tlo 
ings of great joy." 

DatO April 1. 1909, address— 

FRANKLIN HKALD, 

Clrclevllle, Oht» 



The Prospector" 1)0 Yofl BcIicvc 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet Is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; ao if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cent*. A. M. PARKER. 

FREE TRIP to the 
PACIFIC COAST 

ARE YOU ONE 

of the many thous- 
and^ who want to 
explore this Won- 
' ? ? ? ? 




SUNSET 
MAGAZINE 

instituted* a new 
department, whose 
special work it is 
to put within the 
reach of every one an opportunity to 
tee the FAR WEST. Write for 
Sample Copy. :: :: :: :: :: 

For full pertieukr. eddree. 

Sunset Travel Club 

16 Flood Building San Francisco, Cal. 



WATER-POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FANS. 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY & MFG. CO. 
ClevelanU-So. Brooklyn. Ohio. 



That We Humans are as Important i 
Pigs. Potatoes and Pups? 

Dc you believe that we "grown ups,' 
md eve. i ihe Children, sh.u.hl know »~ 
much about ourselves a* we know abov 
FUhe.-. FToWire nn I Fiogs? 

Dp you believe In Better Piogeny. a Mort 
Elevated Race anyway I 

If so, send ! 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Mair 
St., Los Angeles, California, U. S. A 
Samples ten cents. Trial three monthf 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 3V 
cents stamps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Hooklet showing up the contradlo 
lions and fallacies of the Chrlstisn bible. 

.lus't he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr ' their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soo- 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 18 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 
1112 Eddy Street. San Francisco, Cal 

SEEDS 

MM SUM SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

'Made to build New Baataraa. A trial WILT 
make you our permaueut outtomer. 

U Umi nneat ; Tarala. T epIentlM : Oaloa, » brat varlo- 
lueei io»pri.«.e.«.ri.., kaib.-ai Tar. tun in all. 
* 4)1 AH t W KH» TO ni\«i: 

9 to-day ; Mention this Paper. 
SEND 10 CENTS 

1 to COTW pOtUf* *<l4 pACklDf Mid t«C«tV« ihU vietuftbl*- 
t collactloo ot *+rd» p 0*4 paid. U«*>th«r with Diy big 
Inatrurtho, Hmullfiil Krwl «nd 1'Unt Uook, 
. tail* alt about tha Beat »*r .«H« of Saa-U, riant*. 1 



H.W. Buckbw. 
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Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

This is the Greatest Book of modern times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

it will shortly be issued in book form by the Blue (Jrass Blade, making a book of nearly SCO pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Enut Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscript ions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 

Subscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 

' CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning 



The First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideals of Education 



By PARKER H. SERCOMBE, Editor To-Morrow Magazine 

"Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to fade and die for want of applying 
the knowledge they have but do not use." 

"Owners of Angora cats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations of intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own race." 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Burbank and other successful 
hybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its cor rescinding application to the human species." 
"Man has not yet started to live a mind-directed, reasoned-out life." 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies, qftl.OO 9I5.OO the hundred 



TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 50th St., Chicago. Ill, 



